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Since the Feb. 3 coup in which Gen. Andres Rodriguez ousted the Alfredo Stroessner, 400 torture
victims have visited human rights group offices to report their experiences. According to Edgar
Villalba, a human rights attorney for the Committee of Churches, "Every day, another five people
come in to tell us about cases of people who were tortured or disappeared." As of April 30, about
30 lawsuits had been filed in criminal court against police officers. Gen. Rodriguez has emphasized
the need to prosecute persons responsible for torture. The Committee of Churches, an ecumenical
group of Catholics and Protestants, is coordinating efforts to document abuses. Thus far, the
Committee has evidence that at least 30 people disappeared and 38 died as a result of repression
during Stroessner's 34 years in power. Another 100 names have been reported since February,
but the dates, witnesses and confirming details must be verified before they can be included on
the committee's list. Nine police officers have been accused of torture, suspended from duty and
detained at Central Police Headquarters in Asuncion. Francisco de Vargas, also an attorney at the
Committee of Churches, said, "Those officers...have to know where the prisoners who disappeared
are, or where they have been buried, but up until now they haven't even been interrogated."
Recently, the Paraguayan Bar Association criticized the "marked slowness" of the judges charged
with cases of torture and political corruption. "These judges are all from the Stroessner era, and
I don't think they will be changed into another way of thinking that easily," said Mario Melanio
Medina, a Roman Catholic bishop and director of the human rights group Pro Demos. [On April
27, military authorities prohibited excavation of the grounds pertaining surrounding a police post
located on the outskirts of Asuncion. Human rights groups have been informed that between 1972
and 1975, several political prisoners were reportedly assassinated and buried near the post.] (Basic
data from Notimex, 04/27/89; AP, 04/30/89)
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